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After researching the feasibility of subscription busing, the Board of Education plans to move forward with a 

parent-paid subscription bus service for students who are not eligible for mandated transportation.   An 

application will posted on the district website on Thursday, March 1st.  Listed below are some of the most 

Frequently Asked Questions.   
 

Q.  What is the difference between courtesy busing and subscription busing?  

A.   Some clarifications on busing terminology: 

Mandated Busing:  The state of New Jersey requires busing of students who live more than 2.0 miles 

from their elementary or middle school and more than 2.5 miles to their public secondary school. 

Courtesy Busing:  A district may chose to provide busing to students who live closer to the school than 

the state requirements.  When the district opened the Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center they 

made a decision to offer courtesy busing to all students who attend MKM. 

Subscription Busing:  Since Berkeley Heights does not provide courtesy busing to the elementary or 

middle school, a subscription plan is being offered to those who do not qualify for mandated busing.   

 

Q.   What schools will Subscription Bus Service be offered to? 

A. Subscription Bus Service will be offered at Thomas P. Hughes, Woodruff, Mountain Park and Columbia 

Middle Schools for the 2018/19 school year.    

 

Q.   How much will Subscription Bus Service cost? 

A. It is estimated that the Subscription Bus Service will cost $700-$850 per student.   Actual amount will 

depend on several factors including the number of students who apply and whether we will need to 

contract new bus routes. 

 

Q. Where will I get picked up? 

A.  Specific stops will be assigned and communicated in late August but families should plan for the bus 

stop to be no further than ¼ mile from their home. 

 

Q. How long will my child be on the bus? 

A. Most routes should take approximately 30-35 minutes.  Times can be shorter or longer depending on the 

road conditions, traffic, etc. 

 

Q. Can I cancel the request after the school year begins? 

A. At this time, once a student is assigned to a bus, we will not be able to make any changes or offer any 

refunds. 

 

Q. Can I apply for one way Subscription Bus Service? 

A. No, at this time, the district plans to offer only service that is both to and from school 

 

Q. Can I choose where my child is picked up from or dropped off to? 

A. No, student transportation may only be set up to/from a student’s home address. 

 

Q.  Are all submitted applications guaranteed a spot on a bus? 

A. Every effort will be made to accommodate all students who apply for Subscription Bus Service; 

however, availability of seats is limited.  As a result, the number of applications received may exceed the 

number of seats available and some requests may be denied. 
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